What are the 6 Traits?
The 6 Traits are writing scoring guides used by the District to evaluate and score student’s writing in K-8 classes.

The 6 Traits are Ideas/Content, Organization, Word Choice, Sentence Fluency, Voice and Conventions (punctuation, gram-mar, spelling) each with its own detailed criteria to follow.

K-2 writers are evaluated using the terms Experimenting, Emerging, Developing, Capable and Fluent.  In grades 3-8, scores in each trait range from 1 to 5.  A one shows that the writing demonstrates the development of skills and a five signifies mastery of the skill in each of the 6 categories.

When are the 6 Traits used to score my child’s writing?

The 6 Traits have been adopted by the District and are used to evaluate all writing in all classes, academic and applied arts, K-8.
The traits are also used to evaluate formal assessments in 3rd, 5th and 7th grades.
Teachers may choose to score writing samples using one, two, three, four or five of the traits.

What can I do to help my child improve his/her handwriting?
Watch for correct pencil grip, posture and paper angle.

Make sure they are using correct D’Nealian letter formation.

Write for fun:

· Write in the sand
· Write with shaving cream

· Use dry erase markers

· Write with chalk on the sidewalk

· Write in the air
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Criteria�
Experimenting�
Emerging�
Developing�
Capable�
Fluent�
�
Ideas


Topic





�
Ideas


___ uses illustrations to represent words/writing


�
Ideas


___use some words supported by illustrations (labeling)


�
Ideas


___ topic is recognizable, attempts to tell a story or make a point�
Ideas


___  idea is generally on topic, writing tells a story or makes a point�
Ideas


___ topic is focused and narrowed, presents topic in an original way�
�
Details�
___ some details are recognizable through illustrations�
___ uses some words that relate to topic�
___ details are present, but not developed (listing)�
___ details are present with some developed�
___ important and elaborate details are  present and developed�
�



Organization


Organization of written text�
Organization


___ scribbles randomly on page





�
Organization


___ attempts to write from left to write, text may be slanted or going up or down the paper�
Organization


___ shows a growing sense of placement of text (writes left to write right with some sense of alignment)�
Organization


___ writes sentences left to right in one paragraph, possibly without indentation�
Organization


___ creates a “complete” text, writes paragraphs with success, indents at the start


___ includes a title�
�
Topic Sentence


�
___ no apparent starting point�
___no topic sentence, starts with random thoughts/ideas�
___ shows a sense of beginning: (One day, This is a story of, My favorite)�
___ uses a topic sentence or logical beginning�
___ uses a detailed topic sentence or unique or creative beginning�
�
Sequencing











�
___ no sequencing is present








�
___  uses haphazard sequencing, attempts a few transitions words





___ no apparent ending point, text just stops�
 ___ attempts sequencing, some transitional words are present





___ writes “The End”


�
___sequencing is present with a beginning, middle and end that works,  uses time order words/transitions words or phrases


___attempts an ending that works�
___ sequencing is chronological  and effective, transitions are present, 


___ending summarizes main idea�
�



Word Choice


Vocabulary





�
Word Choice


___ uses pictures for words


___ copies words from environmental print�
Word Choice


___ writes recognizable words


___relies on repetition�
Word Choice


___ writes general or ordinary words


___ attempts new words�
Word Choice


___ uses new and different words with some success�
Word Choice


___ Uses a variety of words, vocabulary is precise, clear and specific �
�
Description Words


�
___ some description is evident in illustration�
___ uses random descriptive words�
___uses a few simple adjectives for description (red, yellow, long, short, fun)�
___attempts to use words for specificity�
 ___ uses many adjectives, descriptive words create a clear mental image for the reader �
�
Sentence Fluency


Sentence Knowledge�
Sentence Fluency


___ writes letters and words across page�
Sentence Fluency


___  strings words together into 


phrases or almost sentences�
Sentence Fluency


___  uses simple sentences or writes in one long sentence�
Sentence Fluency


___ uses simple and compound sentences correctly�
Sentence Fluency


___uses some complex sentences�
�
Sentence Beginnings�
___ words stand alone


�
___ uses short, repetitive sentence beginnings (I like, I like)�
___ sentences tend to begin the same way (We did, We saw)�
___ attempts to begin sentences in different ways�
___ uses a variety of beginnings�
�
Fluency





�
___ sentence fluency present in dictation, not in written form�
___ text may need student interpretation �
___ text may have to be reread by reader to follow meaning�
___ text is easily read by another person�
___ text has natural rhythm and flow in writing


�
�



Conventions


Spelling











�
Conventions


___ scribbles, strings of letters are used to represent words





�
Conventions


___ semi-phonetic, beginning & end sounds (MST=monster)


___ uses simple high frequency words (the, a, I)�
Conventions


___ uses phonetic spelling (MOSTR)





___ uses high frequency with errors in spelling�
Conventions


___ uses transitional  spelling (MONSTUR)


___ uses correct spelling of  the majority 


of high frequency words�
Conventions


___ spelling is accurate and consistent


___correct spelling of high frequency words


�
�
Punctuation


�
___ no observation of any use of punctuation�
___ uses random punctuation 





�
___ends sentences with periods only, variable use of other punctuation�
___ ends most sentences with punctuation, attempts other punctuation (commas, quotations)�
___ uses all/majority of punctuation correctly


�
�
Capitalization





�
___ writes in all capitals, no observations of capitals


�
___ writes in a mix of upper and lower case letters


�
___ uses some capital letters  (“I”, peoples names, beginning of sentences)�
___consistent use of capitals for proper nouns and beginning of sentences�
___  capitalization is correct throughout writing piece


�
�
Grammar


�
___ no observation of standard grammar�
___ shows some awareness of standard grammar�
___variable standard grammar


�
___ minor errors in standard grammar�
___correctly uses standard grammar�
�
Spacing/Indenting�
___no observation of spacing�
___random use of spacing�
__shows some knowledge of spacing but is inconsistent  �
___ adequate use of spacing between words, begins to demonstrate use of indenting�
___  indents and spaces words correctly�
�



Voice


Expression/Feelings











�
Voice


___ feelings are portrayed with pictures that are dictated by the student





�
Voice


___ treatment of topic is predictable or vague with little to no observable expression in text





�
Voice


___ text is basic with some observable moments of individuality/expression








�
Voice


___ expression/feelings are observable in text, writer may use conventional devices to reinforce meaning (exclamation points, underlining text, big letters, repetition of words)�
Voice


___ tone is personal, expressive and engaging �
�
Overall Response by Reader/Audience�
___unclear response to task, audience awareness not present.


�
___ text elicits no reaction from reader, basic knowledge of topic is expressed and predictable�
___writer seems aware of purpose and attempts to connect with audience�
___ writes to convey idea to the reader, begins to elicit a response from reader


�
___ writer writes with an awareness and respect for the audience and  the purpose�
�
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