
Rossman Rap  

Christmas at the Movies  

O n December 8, 

2011 at 9:30 AM and 

at 1:30 PM, Rossman 

Students and Staff 

pressented for Fam-

ily and Friends. This 

year's theme for the 

Holiday program was 

Rossman Elementary 

Presents: Christmas 

at the Movies . 

While pre-

paring for, 

perform-

ing, and 

evaluat-

ing this 

concert, 

music stu-

dents made 

advancements 

on district reading 

goals and the follow-

ing General Music 

Standards:  

· Singing alone and with 

others.  

· Performing on instru-

ments, alone and 

with others.  

· Improvising melodies, 

variations and ac-

companiments. 

· Evaluating music and 

music performances.  

· Understanding music 

in relation to history 

and culture.  

A sincere thanks was 

given to Dr. Smits, the 

Hartford Jt. 1 School 

Board, elected officials 

past and presents, staff 

and students of 

Rossman, the pro-

gram committee, 

Mr. Krause (audio 

specialist), our 

custodial staff 

for helping to 

make this pro-

gram, and the 

physical education 

department for shar-

ing the gymnasium. A 

BIG ROSSMAN THANK 

YOU to Mrs. Johnson, 

Mrs. Maloney and Mrs. 

Johnson for pulling it 

all together.  

 

For your convenience 

and viewing pleasure 

the District AV depart-

ment is airing the 

Rossmanõs 

Christmas at 

the Movies program on 

Hartford Jt. 1 School 

District Cable channel on 

Tuesday and Thursday 

evenings at 6 p.m. The 

first showing is on De-

cember 15, 2011 and the 

last showing will be on 

January 12, 2012. The 

program is also posted 

on the Rossman Media 

Gallery website and was 

in the local newspaper. 

On behalf of the staff 

and students we wish 

you a HAPPY HOLI-

DAYS! 

 

Submitted by Mr. Bui  
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W hile the weather was 

frightful on November 9 outside, 

the second graders at Rossman 

were busy baking cupcakes in the 

warm classrooms at Rossman 

School.   The story for the week 

was called Hedgehog Bakes a Cake.  

Hedgehog attempts to bake a cake 

with the help of his well -

intentioned friends.  As it turns 

out, they were not such great 

helpers.  Hedgehog ends up dump-

ing out their disastrous batter 

and starts over by himself to 

make the cake.  He was such a 

good friend, that he let his animal 

friends believe they were eating 

the cake they helped make.  All of 

the second grade students got to 

be helpers in their own classrooms 

as they helped measure, mix, pour, 

bake and frost their own cup-

cakes.  They were all fabulous 

helpers and the end results tasted 

amazing too.  Mr. Bui even got to 

sample their creations.  

 

Submitted by The Second Grade    

Teachers  

Rossman Book Drive  

2nd Grade Bakers  
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R esearch says that in order 

for kids to gain skills in reading, 

they need to read a lot, and in or-

der to do that, they need access 

to a lot of books.  Hartford Jt. 1 

has always said: òWe are a Reading 

Districtó and the reading teachers 

at both Lincoln Elementary and 

Rossman Elementary have truly 

taken that to heart.  Teachers at 

both schools organized a book 

drive to collect gently used books 

as a way to improve classroom li-

brary collections and also provide 

books to local clinics and hospitals 

in the community for young pa-

tients to enjoy.  Hundreds of 

books were collected and distrib-

uted making the event a huge suc-

cess!  The reading teachers at 

Lincoln and Rossman are excited 

at the prospect of making this 

into an annual event for the stu-

dents in Hartford.  

 

Submitted by Mrs. Hedrick,  

District Reading 

Coordinator  

 

 

 

Rossman  reading teacher, Dan Zielinksi 

prepares to deliver books that were 

collected from the book drive.  



Tumbling  

T he Kindergarten through 5 th  

grade students in Ms. Ellis -

Stiglerõs physical education 

classes are currently in a tumbling 

unit!  This unit promotes static 

and dynamic balance, coordination, 

flexibility, strength, endurance, 

kinesthetic 

awareness, 

problem solv-

ing, sharing 

and taking 

turns, and 

perseverance. 

This is accom-

plished 

through activities (based on age) 

such as animal walks (lame dog 

walk, crab walk, duck walk...), core 

strengthening activities (prone 

and supine planks, dips...), balances 

(stork stand, v -sit, tripods, head-

stands, handstands, bridges...), 

moving activities (forward and 

backward rolls, cartwheels, 

roundoffs, handsprings...), skill 

sequencing (routines), and partner 

skills (wring the dish rag, double 

bear, Chinese get -up, small pyra-

mids...).  Although this can be a 

demanding and challenging unit it 

is also tremendous 

fun.  The students ac-

complish a great deal 

and are thrilled with 

their accomplishments.  

Ask them to show you 

what they have 

learned.  It will be 

gratifying for both of 

you! 

 

Mary Ellis -Stigler 

Physical Education 
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Readersõ Theater Performance 

T hursday, November 17 th  was 

a very special day for Mrs. 

McCardleõs fourth grade reading 

group.  These seven students per-

formed a readersõ theater pres-

entation based on the B.O.B. book 

No Talking!  by Andrew Clements.  

The performance was done for all 

of the fourth grade classes.  The 

purpose of the performance was 

to give students a sneak preview 

of the book, and to motivate them 

to check out and read the book.  

In a readersõ theater perform-

ance, a script is read aloud by the 

presenters, who do their òactingó 

through their vocal intonations 

and facial expressions.  Readersõ 

theater is a great way to develop 

reading fluency.  Readers practice 

reading their parts over and over, 

until they can read accurately, 

fluently, and with good expres-

sion.  Itõs a great way to improve 

reading skills, while having fun at 

the same time!   

 

Submitted by Sue McCardle  



T he second graders at 

Rossman recently completed a Jun-

ior Achievement unit where they 

learned valuable lessons about the 

community, businesses, and the 

government.  The JA volunteers, 

Donna Gross and Laura Savatski 

visited the classrooms on five dif-

ferent days with interactive, 

hands-on lessons to teach the con-

cepts.  

 

Our personal favorite was the 

Sweet -O Donuts experience.  All 

students took on the roles of em-

ployees at the Sweet -O Donut 

Shop.  The goal of the lesson was 

to find out if unit production was 

more efficient than assembly line 

production.  The students tried 

both methods to produce an end 

product with no defects.  The re-

sults showed hands down that in 

the case of making donuts, the 

assembly line was the way to go.  

All of the second graders would 

like to thank our volunteers and 

Junior Achievement for providing 

such a neat experience for us.  

We loved the lessons, and the cer-

tificates, pencils, and shiny REAL 

quarters were quite a treat as 

well! 

 

Submitted by Mrs. Klink  

Lemonade For Sale  

Junior Achievement  
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T he second graders at 

Rossman read a story called Lem-

onade For Sale by Stuart J. Mur-

phy.  In the 

story, a group 

of children 

raised money to 

fix their club-

house by open-

ing a lemonade 

stand.  The kids 

worked hard to 

make the lem-

onade each day 

by squeezing the lemons, adding 

sugar, water, and stirring!  To help 

reinforce the skill of sequencing, 

the 2 nd graders practiced follow-

ing those directions to make their 

own lemonade in the classroom.  A 

lot of work went into squeezing all 

those lemons, but the results 

were well worth it.  The lemon-

ade turned out great, and so 

did the little booklets the stu-

dents made showing the steps 

involved in making lemonade 

from scratch!   

 

Submitted by Mrs. Klink  



Volume 1, Issue 3  
Page 5 

November in 4K  

N ovember brought on many 

new experiences in our 4K classes 

while we explored our excellent 

fine motor program, Handwriting 

Without Tears. The children 

learned songs teaching them how 

to pick up a crayon and use their 

pincer grasp.  Now, as they hold 

their crayons,  their fingers go 

right into the correct pincer 

grasp and it is amazing to see!  If 

you hear your child singing òMy 

thumb is bent, Pointer points to 

the tip, Tall man uses his side, I 

tuck the last two fingers in and 

take them for a ride,ó you know 

they have learned our song about 

how to hold a crayon. We also 

have the children singing the 

song, òWhere Do You Start Your 

Letters?ó This song has them re-

membering to start each letter at 

the top. Too, our songs reinforce 

the social skills of greeting one 

another as well as number aware-

ness. Along with the songs, the 

children are learning the words, 

big line, little line, big curve, little 

curve to help them learn how to 

form the upper case letters.  The 

children are also learning the side 

to side, up and down, and circular 

motions to color within the lines. 

The coloring they do with our pro-

gram helps them to develop their 

coordination, grip, and strength.  

We also have the children making 

the letters out of play dough. The 

children roll balls into snakes and 

then use the snakes to make the 

letters.  Hands down the favorite 

part of our program for the chil-

dren is our Mat Man.  Our 4K chil-

dren are often asked to draw pic-

tures of themselves or a person. 

Mat Man made this drawing very 

easy for our children. He even has 

his own song. After the children 

learned Mat Manõs song and prac-

ticed drawing him we saw an in-

credible difference in their accu-

racy of drawing a person. They 

are much more successful at 

drawing all the parts of a person, 

including the belly button! When 

we learned our letter U, we added 

an umbrella to our Mat Man. Re-

cently we learned how to make 

the òMagic Có with the help of the 

Magic C Bunny! There are so many 

exciting activities to do and our 

childrenõs fine motor skills are 

flourishing each week with our 

fantastic program, Handwriting 

Without Tears.  

 

Submitted by Julie Scepanski -

Hartford Recreation Center 4K  



K eyboarding, a friendly letter, 

and the military, now what do 

these three things have in com-

mon?   Our fourth graders at 

Rossman School can tell you the 

answer to that question.  First, we 

start the year with keyboarding 

during the first quarter.  During 

the first theme of reading we have 

to write a friendly letter.  With 

these two things in mind, the 4th 

grade teachers have the classes 

write to our military servicemen 

and women.  Mrs. Lang, Mrs. Tho-

mas, Mr. Heldt and Mrs. Ashby are 

proud to say that this yearõs 

fourth graders wrote 370 letters.  

These letters will be sent to our 

military all over the world.  Nice 

job, 4 th  graders!  

 

We are now hopeful that our stu-

dents will receive replies.  When 

they do, the students are encour-

aged to bring their letters to 

school and share them with their 

classmates.  What a great way to 

teach keyboard, letter writing and 

have a connection with our mili-

tary.  

                                                           

Submitted by Mrs. Ashby  

Military Mail Call  
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Another reason they were so im-

pressive was the fantastic team 

work and organization by the stu-

dents.  It was truly great to see.  

Everyone worked together to get 

these results.  Good job, fourth 

graders!  

 

Submitted by Mrs. Ashby  

Do You Think Winter is Over?  

S now, boots, snow pants, 

gloves and hat?  Everyone knows 

that this can mean cold tempera-

tures.  It can also mean a great 

time at recess!  Just look at the 

fun our fourth graders had after 

the last snowstorm.  They wanted 

to stay outside forever!  


